■ Los problemas del tercer mundo 

Niños que mueren de hambre mujeres que se afanan en eulííuar un terreno árido, 
calamidades que destruyen ¡os ya escasos recursos nafuraies: estas son ¡as imágenes 
que surgen mas a menudo cuando se piensa en el tercer mundo, imágenes que 
euocan una situación a /a cual, lamentabíemente, só(o estomos dispuestos 
a concederle algún momento, pero que para millones de seres humanos es una 
durísima realidad cotidiana . Por lo tanto, es justo dedicar por ¡o menos una Unidad 
a la actitud y a /as responsabilidades de ios países occidentales con respecto a las 
naciones menos desarrollados. Escuchando las diversas opiniones manifestados 
por los protagonistas de estas páginas, obviamente menos humorísticas que de 
costumbre , aprenderá q hablar en inglés de superpoblación , explotación, control de 
las materias primas, economía agrícola e industrial, basta encarar temáticas como 
la política económica de ¡a Comunidad Europea en relación con ¡os problemas del 
subdesarroüo. Dado este contexto piurinaaonal, ef tema gramatical propuesto es el 
de los sustantivos y los ad/eíiuos que expresan nacionalidad. La sección Reading , 
ademas, le propone una comparación entre Oriente y Occidente: se trata de un 
/ragmento tomado de la nouela A Passage lo india', de E . M. Forster. 
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Tres recorridos hacia la libertad 

Liberta Sierra Leona y Gambia fres países costeros de 
África Occidental han uiurdo de modo diferente b 
experiencia cotonía/ Los dos primeros nocieron de Jo 
operación destín oda a repatriar o los esdauos Jifa era dos, 
q partir de finales del siglo XVJ/I £1 nombre mismo de 
Liberta y el de Freetown recuerdan aquel decisivo rescate 
En cambio. Cambia. pequeño estado angtófono en una 
zona de influencia francesa. obíuuo la independencia en 
J 965. después de haber uiuido sucesioameme bajo el 
controí de portugueses, holandeses e ingleses. En ios fotos , 
las tres capitales: Monrovia (foto superior J, Freetown 
(al lado) y BanjuJ (sobre estas lineas). 
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■ We did it. 

Why can’t they? 


ln a pub somewhere in England. two men. 
George and Harry. are talking about the 
problems oí the Third World. George, a stu* 
dent, believes that it is our duty to help the 
people there by sending aid. by traíning them 
and by giving them the tools they need to 
develop their economies Hany feels that 
they have to do these things for theimel- 
ves Just as the countries in Europe and 
North America had to work hard to reach 
the standard of living they enjoy at the mo¬ 
mento so countries like Burma, Zaire and 
Bangladesh should learn that they are the 
ones responsible for their own develop- 
ment Two very difieren! points oí view 
which, as you will see, lead to a fairly hea- 
ted discussion! 

Obviously. in the course of this Unit you 
are goíng to come across a number of l na- 
tionality words': not just the ñames of coun¬ 
tries themselves. but also the adjectives that 
are used for something which comes from 
those countries and the words used to talk 
about the people who come from them 
This is an area which we have only looked 
at briefly in the past, and it s a fairly exten¬ 
sivo area as well, ln the GRAMMAR sec* 
tion of this Unit. howeuer, you 11 be able to 

find a whoie section which is devoted enti- 
re [y to the way nationaíity nouns and ad- 
jettives are formed in Énglish. 

Aparí from these words, there is quite a 
lot of new vocabulary in the dialogue that 
takes place between George and Hany 
Take the expression to do so me good. for 
example It didn’t to any good at all The 
novelty here. of course. is the way good is 
used as a noun It means. of course, some- 
thing that brings you an advantage 

Then there are a couple of colioquial 
expression & that come up quite a lot in spo* 




=^=—=—=b 

An underdeveloped picture 

George and Harry are in the middle of an argument about the problema of 
Third World countries and what the richer nations should do to help them — if 
anything! 

Why should we have to help them? Nobody helped us when 
we were developíngí __ 

But that’s not the point When we were devebping there weren’t 
any rich nations around that controlled the worldV markets. ___ 

What are you talking about, Vontroiled the world’s 
markets’? We don’t compete with them, do we? 1 haven't 
noticed any bananas growing in England recently, Or 
cofee. Or pineapples, _ _ 

But thatV not the point, __ 

What is the point, then? _. 

Even though the rich nations don’t produce the same thíngs 
that they produce, they still fix the selting price. 

Don’t talk rubbish, __ 

Fm not talking rubbish. It's true. In any case, agriculture 
in the Third World is all wrong. Most of it’s ín the hands 
of rich landowners who make the rest of the rural 
population work for a pitíance, Do you know how much 
people earn in Bangladesh, lor example? —_ 

[Ve no idea, but Tm sure you’re going to tell me, —_ 

About $ 145 a year, Do you know how much people in 
the rich countries earn on average? About $ 13,000. 

So what? 

What do you mean, l so what? Doesn’t that mean 
anything to you? Do you honestly think thafs the right 
way to run the world?_ 

Why shouldn’t it be? Like \ said, we got there first, didn’t 
we? We had loada of problems when we were developmg 
but no-one carne along and said "Here you are, mate, 
have a couple of br 1 lion dollars to help you get on youx 
feet.’ Anyway, Look at what happened in the early 
eighties. We gave the Third World countries billions of 
pounds in loaos and God knows what. It didiVt do any 
good at all, and now they can’t even pay them back, 

Alright. Fair enough. I agree with you that throwing money 
at them maybe isn’t the right way to solve the problem. 

But that doesni mean we shouldn’t try lo help them. 

So how are you going to help them, then? 

Well, there’s all sorts of ways. . _ 


ken English; So what? and Fair enough 
The first is an expression you can use when 
you think that something which someone 
has just said is not very importan! or doesn t 
real!y affect you at all The second expres¬ 
sion is a way of admitting that something 
that someone has just said may be true, but 
it then allows you to qualify it: Fair enough. 
1 agree with you that throwing money at 
them maybe isn’t the right way to solve 
the problem. But rhat doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t try to help them. 
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■ Meanwhile, on TV 
in New York 


=B - 

Two key figures 

In a New York TV studio. two people are being interviewed about the future 
conference on the Third World Notice how the host uses the pronoun whom: 

With the UN conference on the Third World coming up in just 
three weeks* time, we’ve invited two key figures to our studios 
to look mto the problema that are afflictíng the countries in 
Africa and Asia which are worse off than oursdves. First Dr 
Russell, the US ambassador to the UN and a well-known expert 
on the Third World... 

Good evening. 

And Rosalind Murray from the British group InterAid, 

Ms Murray wíll be taking part in the conference. 

Good evening. 

Dr Russell, what do you think are the problems that need to be 
approached at this conference?_ 

Well, I don't think iFs necessary to outline in detail the problems 
that are affecting the Third World; overpopulation, natural 
disasters, political instability, the inadequacy of their agriculture, 
and so om Everybody knows about these. However, there 
is widespread disagreement about how we can solve these 
problems, and I think this should be the most important aim 
of this conference: to come to an agreement about the ways and 
meaos to be used in order to put a stop to famine and 

expioitation in the Third World. _ 

Expioitation by whom, exactly? _ 

By us, among others,_ 

By us? You mean the USA?_ 

No, not just the USA. I mean all the richer countries. The rich 
north, as opposed to the poor south. 

What do you mean exactly by expioitation?_ 

Well. in my opinión, one of the biggest crimes that is being 
perpetrated at the moment is the way that world trade is 
arranged. 

Whafs wrong with it? 

It is designed to increase the wealt of the countries that are 
already rich and keep the poor countries poor, 

ThaFs interesting. I’d like to go into the way that works in 
a moment. First of all, though, I'd like to ask Ms Murray if she 
agrees with Dr Russell about this. 

Oh, absolutely. And 1 also agree that it is the most important 
problem, However, I feel that this conference can do little 
or nothing to change it. 

Why is that exactly? 

Well, before going into ii, I think we should perhaps tell your 
viewers exactly how the mechanisms of world trade work. 


George and Harrys little argument actualiy 
took place because. in a lew weeks' time, 
rhere's going to be an internaron al confe* 
rence on the problems of the Third World 
at the UN building in New York. In the pe- 
riod leadiny up to the conference. there are 
a number of chai shows on American TV 
which deal with the conference and the 
problems that the delegates are going to be 
discussing. The next dialogue you re going 
to hear is actual3y an excerpt from one of 
these, in which an interviews r talks to two 
women who will be taking part in the confe¬ 
rence 

There is a rather interesting little word 
that the host comes up with here. Take a 
look at this sentence Expioitation by whom, 
exactly? The word we're referring to. of 
course, is whom As you can see from the 
confetti, this is actualiy a pronoun, It s not 
very common at all in spoken Engtish, and 
tends to be reserved for fairly formal lan* 
guage Vou'll be able to find out all about 
it in the GRAMMAR section 

Then there are a few verbs which you 
havenT seen before. The first appears in the 
very first sentence: With the UN conferen¬ 
ce on the Third World coming up in just 
three weeks’ time... The verb to come up 
in this sense is quite simply a synonym of 
lo be about to happen And when you are 
worse off than someone else, it means that 
you are in a worse position than they are: 
it is used especially to talk about Simeo¬ 
nes financial situation, Then there's to ap- 
proach This actualiy has three principal 
meanings: to come near (either in terms 
of space or time), to talk to someone 
about something (especially if you want tü 
ask them for something) and to deal with 
or to consider Übviously, it ts the last defi- 
nition that is important in this context. The 
last verb which is new to you is to outline 
When someone outlines something. they 
describe it in a very general way, without 
going into very much detail 

Finally. let’s have a look at one of Dr Kus- 
seH s sentences: However, there is wide- 
spread disagreement about how we can 
solve these problems. and 1 think this 
should be the most important aim of this 
conference: to come to an agreement 
about the ways and means to be used in 
order to put a stop to famine and expioi¬ 
tation in the Third World. Here there are 


actualiy four words which are quite new to 
you: wídespread* aim, famine and expioi¬ 
tation. Widespread is easy to work out, 
because it’s made from the two words wide 
and to spread both of which you ve se en 
in the past. So when Dr Russell says that 
there is widespread disagreement, she ac- 
tually means that almos! everybody disa- 
grees about how to solve the problems of 


the Third World. Aim shouldn t be too dií- 
ficulL either: its a synonym of objective. 
Famine. which can be either countable or 
uncountable, is what happens when a lot 
of people in one arca havent got enough 
food to eat, and expioitation is a noun 
which describes what happens when one 
person uses another person for their own 
profit. 
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■ Money makes 
the world go round 


Dr Russeir$ explanation oí how the rich 
countries oí the northern hemisphere con* 
trol the world s trade is rich in useful verbs. 
Lets take a bok at them one by one. 

The first is to bring someíhing up. which 
actually appears in the first sentence Dr 
Russell, you were the first one to bring 
this point up When you bring somethmg 
up, you mention it or bring it to someone s 
attention 

Another two interesting expréssions ap* 
pear in this sentence: But if you haven’t 
got any money to start with, then it's vir¬ 
tual ly impossible to break out oí the vi- 
dous c iré le. The first. of course. is to start 
with. To start with is not really a verb af 
all. even though it obviously comes from 
one. It's actually a little phrase which means 
at the beginning. And when you break oul 
of somethmg, it means that you escape 
from it, 

The nexí verb to look at is to suit. Now. 
you ve airead y seen this a long time ago (in 
Unit 11, in fact!), when we were looking at 
ciothes (Does this dress suit me?} But this 
verb can abo be used in a metaphoric sen* 
se. When Dt Russell says that the present 
situation suits the richer countries of the 
northern hemisphere, she wants to say that 
it is a situation which they find very con ve- 
nient or aduantageous. 



Later on. the host comes up with ano¬ 
ther cumple of phrasai verbs; So the richer 
countries could actually blackmail Gha¬ 
na into keeping its price low by playing 
it off against other Third World coun¬ 
tries? Now. blackmail is actually the prac- 
tice of obtainíng money by the use of threats 
So if you blackmail somebody into doing 
something, it means that you use threats 
(usually dishonest or unfair threats) to ma- 
ke them do it. And when you pía y some¬ 
body off against somebody else, it means 
that you put two or more people (or, in this 
case, two or more countries] in opposition 
to one another so that you can obtain so- 
me advantage. 



m 


Cocoa from Ghana, profits in the UK 

Listen now to Dr Russell explainíng how the rich countries control world trade 
Then repeat: 

Okay. Dr Russell, you were the first one lo bring this point up. 

What did you mean exactly when you said that the rich nations 
'control world trade? 

Well t the situation is quite complicated, but 111 try to put it as 
simply as I can. First of alL we have to remember that Third 
World countries have one blg disadvantage. They are starting 
from a position of inferiority._ 

Inferiority in what sense? _ _ 

In virtualty every sense. You see, to develop an economy you 
need two basic things: money and sktlls, If you’ve got money* 
you can invest it m developing skills, and skilled people in the 
economy naturally create more wealth. But if you haven't 
got any money to start with, then if s virtually im possí ble to 
break out of the vicious cirde. 

But cant they produce money by selling their goods abroad? 

Yes, they can. But the only thing they can sel! abroad is raw 
materials — and in particular agricultural produce. This suits the 
richer countries perfeetly, English, French and Swiss chocolate 
manufacturen, for example. buy enormous amounts of cocoa 
from Ghana. 

So whafs the problem? 

The problem is that there are too many raw materials being 
produced. As a result, it ts the people who buy them — in this 
case, the richer countries — who decide exactly how much 
they are going to pay, And, of course, as every good manager 
knows, it’s importan! to keep your costs as low as possible. 

So rich countries pay very low prices for these goods,_ 

1 see. But why don*! Third World countries just raise their 
prices? Why doesn't Ghana, for example, just double the price 
of its cocoa? 

Because if it did, nobody would buy it, They could buy it from 
MaJaysía, the Ivory Coast. or Nigeria. 

So the richer countries could actually blackmail Ghana into 
keeping its price low by playing it off against other Third World 
countries? 

Exactly. And if Ghana continued to keep its prices high, its 
economy would coliapse, and it would be in an even worse State 
than before. 

Okay. So the natural quesíion to ask now ts this: why don't, 
let's say, all the cocoa producers of the world get íogether and 
decide to fíx the price of cocoa? 
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■ Making chocolate 
properly 


The next dialogue you’re going to hear is a 
continuation of the díscussion between the 
host of the chat show and Drr Russetl about 
world trade and how it affects the countries 


of the Thírd World Once again, youll find 
a lot of new vocabulary here, but this time 
there are more new nouns and adjectíves 
than verbs 

Some of these shouldn't be difficult to 
interpret at all There are words like sophis- 
ticated, hemisphere and cotton. whích are 
very similar to Spanish words and, in these 
cases at least, mean more or less the same 
ihing. Others might be a little more difficult. 
but you should be able to work them out by 
looking closely at the context: dictator. in* 


dustrialist and íariff barrier, for example 

To get at the meaning of works like dis- 
pieasing and retirement, on the other hand. 
youll ha ve to look closely at the way the 
word is constructed. Displeasing. for exam- 
pie, is obviously the gerund of a verb. to 
displease And if you remember that the 
prefix dis- is used to turn a verb or a noun 
into its opposite, you shouldn't ha v e too 
many problems discovering what displea- 
sing actually means. You can do the same 
thing with retirement You know, for exam¬ 
ple, what to retire means. and you know 
that the suffix -menf can change a verb in¬ 
to a noun. So, once again, it won t be too 
difficult for you to get at the meaning of 
this word. 

That actually lea ves you with just a few 
terms that you haven t seen before. Once 
again, however. you can use the context to 
help you here What about bítter plain 
chocolate for example? Ask yourself what 
kinds of chocolate it is possible to ha ve and 
you already ha ve a clue, Add to that the 
fact that Dr Russell mentions milk choco¬ 
late immediately before. and you shouldn t 
be too far a way from the right answer: bit* 
ter is the opposite of sweet and plain cho¬ 
colate is dark chocolate made without milk 
and with very little sugar 

Finally, a word about the host s last sen* 
tence. He actually comes up with a rather 
strange little phrase Catch 22 situation 
Now. Catch 22 is the ñame of a famous 
book wntten by the American author Jo* 
seph Heller. In it he described the situation 
of a group of American pilots during World 
War Two. According to the regulations, they 
were allowed to go home after a certaín 
number of raids on Gemnany. But when one 
of them carne near to reaching the number 
required. they díscovered that the regula- 
tions had been changed and the number 
was now much higher than before! The ti- 
tle of the book qutckly found its way into 
the language and is now used to describe 
any situation from whích it is impossible to 
escape because there is something in the 
situation itself whích doesn't allow it. 





Catch 22 

In this dialogue, youll find a lot of l nationality words. Pay cióse attention to them: 

That is, of course, the logical thing to do. The OPEC countries 
do exactly the same with ozL But there are problems here, Unless 
you ha ve very strong leadership — whích usually means a group 
of dictators, or something very cióse to it — it just doesn’t work. 

One country is always tempted to capitalize on the situation 

by reducíng its príces a little._ 

So that everybody buys the product from them. _ 

Thafs right. And then. of course, all the other Third World 
countries have to do the same, and you’re back at square 
one, 

Gkay. So here’s the next question, Why don’t the Ghanaians 
just start making chocolate themselves, and start exporting it? 

Why don Y they make the move from an agricultura! economy 
to an industrial economy?_ 

Because they haven Y got the money to do it properly. 

The markets than really count — those in the rich northern 
hemisphere — are very sophisticated, You have to produce milk 
chocolate for Great Britam* bitter plain chocolate for the French, 
chocolate that tastes of peanuts for the Americans, and so on. 

Ghana jusl doesn’t have the money to invest in sophisticated 
machinery which can do that for them._ 

I see. __ 

But there’s another reason, What would happen it Ghana started 
selling chocolate in the UK T for example, for half the pnce that 
British manufactures can se ti it for? 

I imagine that the British chocolate manufacturéis would put a lot 

of pressure of the governmenf to raise the tariff bairiers._ 

Exactly. And what politician is going to run the risk of 
displeasing the industrialists of his native country so that he 
can prolect a foreign one — particularly one from the Third 

World with no ínternational power at all?_ 

At the next election he’d probably be forced into retirement,_ 

Predsely,_ 

So what you’re saying, them, is that it’s practically impossible 
for a Third World country to develop?_ 

That’s right. What we said about cocoa from Ghana is just as 
true for rice from India, tea from Ceylon, cotton from Chad, and 
peanuts from Sene gal. 

So it’s a Catch 22 situation._ 

Exactly! 



































Mejor Ghana 
que Costa de Oro 

Como lo sugiere su nombre. Cosía 
de Oro. fue precisamente el 
precioso metal el que aíra/o a tos 
europeos a esta cotonía británico. 
Pero fue otro comercio, mucho más 
innohie, eí que enriqueció a 
mercaderes sin escrúpulos: la frota 
de esclavos. que tos ingleses no 
declararon ilegal hasta /mes del 
siglo XV/// Por lo tanto, pueden 
intuirse los sentimientos de justificado 
orgullo y de desprecio que JJeuaron 
al primer gobierno independiente, 
en 1957, a repudiar el nombre 
cotonioi sustituyéndolo por el 
mucho más signi/icattoo de Ghana, 
Asi se liorna ha. en efecto. 
el glorioso imperio africano que 
entre tos siglos V/ y X/// ocupó 
tos actuales territorios de Senegal. 
Mali y Guinea Septentrional 
Fn tos imágenes, poblados de la 
tribu Tchí. en Ghana 


167 










Nigeria, ¡a nación más poblada 

En Nigeria\ uno de Jos principóles países de África, miuen cosí 700 millones 
de persones Tal niuel demográfico ha sido alca modo en parte por Ja fuerte 
inmigración de Jos últimos decenios, procedente del poblado Valle dei Niger. 
región dolado de excelentes condiciones mineóles. También eJ subsuelo 
nígeriono es rico en recursos, y el valioso petróleo es el primero de eílos. 
LamenfabJemenfe. eJ pofrímonio natura/ no ha bastado paro preservar el país 
de grasísimas crisis económicos. Los ambiciosos proyectos de inmersiones de la 
década de ios setenta han tenido que ser sometidos a drásticos remisiones. En 
Jas fotos. diversos aspectos de Ja naturaleza y de las tradiciones de Nigeria , 
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■ Where does 
the EEC stand? 


As you ve already seen, when English or 
American people speak, they tend to divide 
the ir serit enees up into sections, Sometí- 
mes. as you saw in the last two Units. these 
sed ion s (called rhythmic units) eontain one 
or two accented syllables. More rarely. they 
canta i n three or even four sy Hables, In this 
Unit, we re going to be paying particular at- 
tention to rhythmic units which contain 
three accented syllables. 

The re are quite a lot of these, but there 
are five in particular that recur more íre- 
quently than the rest The first is made up 
of three stressed syllables and three un¬ 
stressed syllables which altérnate: We need 
to work theiri out. The second contains an 
unstressed syllable, a stressed syllable, two 
unstressed syllables, a stressed syllable an- 
other two unstressed syllables. and a final 
stressed syllable The African Coagress oí 
States The third type is the same as the 
second type. except that there are three 


Sfng for thelr supper 


¡n recení years. raisíng money for cha- 
rity has became someíhing of o /ash* 
roo Wa/Jís. marafhans. biíce rídes. even 
crea ring precahously high piles of mo* 
ney ore aii fechniques (fíat boye been 
used fo encourage people ío dónete 
rnoney fo aid o rgantáa tí orí $. But íhe 
most pro/i rabie, and bésffcnoum, évent 
of of/ occurred on the mghf of Juiy 13. 
19S5 — Uve Aid. 

Simultaneousíy. from síadiums in 
Phibdeipbia and Eondon, tLto rocíe con¬ 
ferís roo ir place which coptured the 

imaginations — and rhe hearts — of 
the world 60 rock síars performed. and 
the concerté were iransmilted oia 12 
satellites to LóOOMOO.OOO people. ¡n 
the arééh and monfhs that /oí/otaed, 
approxjmaíeíy £ 7 00,000.000 was gl- 
ven to aid people dying of /omine in 
Eíhiopia and efeewberé. 

Sin ce fhen. many offier similar euerjfs 
ha ve ta/ren place and rodc stars. sports- 
men and other celebrares tafce parf rn 
them a/mosr as a matter of course. But 
noíhrng has ever come near to recap- 

taring rhe magia of that nighf in 1985. 
when people afl caer the icor/d h e Id 
out a heiping hand ro those in need. 


unstressed syllables before the second and 
third stressed syllables: the terrifying lami¬ 
ne in the east. The fourth type is the same 
as the first type, except that it has an un¬ 
stressed syllable added: We never ever sol- 
ved it. And the last is the same as the se- 
cond type, except that it has two unstres¬ 
sed syllables added on the end: the man 
in the diair at the conference YouTl find 
quite a lot of examples of these units in the 
dialogue that foliows, in which the host of 
our chai show turns to Rosalind Murray to 
ask her about the positíon of the Euro- 
pean Community on aid to the Third World 


Cornmunity Policies 

The host of the chai show now turns to Ms Murray to find out about the posí- 
tion of the EEC. Listen carefully to the pattem of the stresses here: 

Ms Murray, a lot of attention has been focused on the position 
0 ff Europe reeently — at least as far as the Third World is 
concerned. Can you tell us how your group sees the position 
of the European Community? 

Yes* Well. the European Community is actually in a very strange 
position* You see, even though the EEC supports this conference 
and says it will do its best to help the Third World find 
a solution to its problems, it also supports some trading 
policies which are clearly harmful to Third World countries* 

And is European unification going to have any effect on those 
policies? 

As far as we can see, no, it isn'L The policies are still there, 
and as far as I can see they are going to stay there. There 
has always been a lot of argument about the problem of our 
agricultura! policy for example, but we’ve never ever solved 
it, and I don't think we ever will 

What about the positions of the EC member countries regardtng 
the Third World? 

We need to work them out There is no single approach to the 
problem at all. Once of the delegates at the recent meeting 
of the African Congress of States mentioned that it was impossible 
to see where Europe stands as a whole, and the situation 
hasn’t really changed since then* Each member seems to go its 
own way as far as the Third World is concerned* 

But during the terrifying famine in the east — in East África. 

I mean — dídiTt the EC send aid to the peoples of Ethiopia, 

Somalia* and so on? 

Yes, but it was mainly sponsored by prívate organizations, 
not by the EEC as a whole, 

You seem to have a rather pessimistic attitude to the problem. 

Yes, Tm afraid 1 have. Especially as the man in the chair at this 
conference is an European. 

Do you agree with Ms Murray* Dr Russell? 

Well* not entirely, It's true that there are some anomalies in the 
position of the EC on Third World aid. but some moves are 
being made to find some kind of common policy. And even 
in the chairman of this conference* Dr Michael Harmon* 
is a European, he has a very good record in this are a* 
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■ La conferencia 
de la ONU 


El gran momento ha llegado y en el edifi¬ 
cio de cristal’ de la ONU en New York, es¬ 
tá a punto de iniciarse la conferencia sobre 
los problemas del tercer mundo. Pero des¬ 
de antes del comienzo, entre los represen* 
tan tes de los países subdesarrollados hay 
motivos de descontento en relación a los 
temas previstos por el orden del día. Con¬ 
siderando que la conferencia sólo tendrá 
sentido si se da preferencia a las cuestio¬ 
nes más candentes, como el problema de 
la superpoblación o el trato pref eren cía l a 
los países pobres en las relaciones comercia¬ 
les, ya durante los primeros contactos algu¬ 
nos delegados intentan modificar el temario. 

La segunda conversación también se de¬ 
sarrolla antes del comienzo de la conferen¬ 
cia y en ella vemos a dos de los organiza¬ 
dores, un americano y un inglés, en el mo¬ 
mento de asignar la ubicación a las delega¬ 
ciones de los diferentes estados del mun¬ 
do También en este fragmento reina la 
aprensión: se trata, una vez más, de conci¬ 
liar las exigencias de todos, pero evitando 
tensiones e incidentes diplomáticos 

De los vocablos que escuchará, sólo me¬ 
recen un comentario overpopulation, que 
significa superpoblación', y agenda, que 
quiere decir l orden del día' 


THE LAST WORD TO THE THIRD WQRLQ 

Have you seen the agenda?_ 

— Yes. Pm rather upset about 

the fact that hardly any mention 
is made of the problems oí 
overpopulation,_ 

— YouYe right We musí ask the 
chairman to have the agenda 
revi sed, It*s absurd. 

— No. Tm not sure I agree with 
you. Don't yon remember what 
happened at the last conference? 

There we spoke about 
overpopulation and it turned into 
a religious debate._ 

' But ifs impossible, You can’t 
talk about feeding a population 
when you don’t know how big 
your population is going to be 

in five years* time- 

In any case, as far as l’m 
concerned the trade issue is 
much more importante and that 
isn't mentioned at alU_ 


s 

— Are you surprised? The UN is 
run by the American* and their 
European a lites, We all know 
that. And they are perfectly 
happy with the way trade is 
arranged at the moment. 

— No, we musí make some 
changas. ÍVe already talked to 
the de legales from most of the 
African States — the Angolans, 
the Zimbabweans, the Zaireans 
and so on — and they all agree, 

We must diange the pattern 
of trade if we want our countries 
to develop. ___ 

— Most of the Asían countries feel 
the same, Except fot the Chínese. 

And they do not think of 
themselves as part of the Third 
World in any case. ___ 

— Why don*t we open the 
conference by asking for a 
change in the agenda? __ 

But the chairman will never 
allow it._ 

~ Why not? We’re here to discuss 
the problems of the Third World, 
aren't we? Why shouldn’t we 


discuss the problems which we 
feel are the most important? 

- Be cause they are not the 
problems which the US and 
Euro pe feel are most 
important. 

Our oíd colonial masters. you 
mean? _ 

- I have an idea. If we are certaín 
that we have the majority on this 
point. we can perhaps persuade 
Dr Harmon to change the 
agenda. I will have a word with 
him before the conference begins. 
He is an oíd fríend, We were at 
Oxford together, you see. 

~ Well. if you think that will 
help..._ 

^ Who is the first speaker? 

- After Dr Harmon opens the 
conference, the Bangladesh 
delégate will presen! a repon on 
the situation in Asia. _ _ _ 

^ Good. Why don f t we ask him 
to propose an immediate vote 
to change the agenda? ___ 

^ A good idea. 1 shall go and talk 
to him straight away._ 
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CHANGING PLACES 

- Now then, Mr Wo, You're due 
to speak after the Moroccan 
delegate. He should ftnish at 
about 4.30. And Liet-San — 
you’re speaking tomorrow 
morning at 10.00, after the 
Laotian delegare. Is that 
okay? __ 

^ Yes, thafs fine, thank you,_ 

^ Excuse me. Where is my 
delegation supposed to be 
sitting, please?__ 

~ Didn’t you receive your 
card? 

- No* 

Ym sorry* you are..? 

- Elizabeth Mbanga. 

- And you are from.*,? 

^ Malawi._ 

~ Oh* yes* of course. Now, the 
Malawian delegation is sitting 
¡n the fifth row, next to the 
Japanese delegation. 

^ Thank you._ 

- Phew. This ¡s hard work. 

- You 1 re right. Did you ge! 

the seating order changed for 
the French?_ 


A colony of mutineers 


When u?e fih/nfc of the British Empire we 
usuaíly fbinb of Third World countrie s 
beíng inuaded and subjugared to prouide 
ront materials and marfcets for the expon 
ding economy of íbe mother counfry. Bur 
this was not always the cose On more (han 
one occasion. Briiish sub/ecís cobnized 
a reas tubich befare had been completeiy 
uninhabited. 

The reasons for this were man y a de * 
$rre for glory. for a warmer clima te ei/en 
foro ktngdom ojones own’ But the strang- 
esr e^enr of fhis fype was due not to a 
deliberóte wisb for colon Catión at a/í. bul 
rother to a mutiny. 

One morning in the sprrng of 1789. 
Captain Blígb, master of HMS BoLtnfy, 
wobe up to finó a gun pointed at his head. 
At the other end of me gun was bis se* 
condnn-command, fíeícber Cbnsílon rtnd 
behind bim was fbe crew of íbe Bounty. 
during fhe jnrght. fbey bad roufiníed, and 
a little after dawn íbey led the vnfortuna- 
te Capta i n Blrgh to one of the boars and 
pul blm over the edge * into the open seo 

By rebeUing ogainst the oufbority of 
their capia in. Christion and the safíors had 
seated tbeir oum /afe íbey would neuer 
be oble to return fo Engíand So. after col* 


lecfing prouísions and 'u?iues from the is¬ 
la nd of Tahiti k fbey sel off to JooJc for a 
rrew borne where fbey wouídn'f be found. 

No-one bnew u?hut had boppened to 
fbem untií. in I 808. a ship calleó at the 
wmdblowrt little island of Pitcairn. in fhe 
Soufb Pacific The saiíors discooered a 
group of coppencohured islanders and a 
couple of older British inbobí ton is, fhe 
remnonts of the crew from the Bounfy. 
After sailing for four monfbs, fbey bad drs- 
covered the jsion-cf and the creu? decided 
ro mafre it fbeir home. They burnt fhe sbip 
for safety The oommunitp bad rapídly des¬ 
cended inío duíl toar, and seuen of íbe 
crew. fnduding Mr Chrisfían, died aiolem 
dearbs. Tbere were few women. mucb 
drunirenness. and uery poor govern - 
ment. so fbe irríífc/ stages of the commu- 
nífy’s Ufe on íbe island teas ver y eioíent 
mdeed. But sfrangely. the copper-colon red 
descendants of the Bounfy s mutineers set- 
iled down fo become an innocenf. pea ce- 
loaing communify of bymn-singing Fu ri¬ 
fa n$. In 1SSB, they became Brrfrsh sub- 
;ects. and fo this day the descendants of 
Fletcher Cbrisífan and his mufinous sblp- 
mares rema i n fierceiy Joya I to the Brrtrsh 
flag. 



- Yes. I did. God knows why they 
wanted to sil at the end. 

Anyway, weve now got the 
Swedes next to the French. Then 
come the Icelanders. Then ihe 
Luxembourgeois, And final ly the 
Dutch* _ 

- Okay, And who’s in the row in 
front? _ 

Well. In front of the French are 
the British. then the Italiana* 
then the Germans* and fínally the 
Belgians. _ 

- Good. LeFs hope that's settled, 
then, When is Dr Harmon 
arriving? 

^ In half an hour. He just cal led 
me from his hotel* _ 

- Well, let’s hope we don*t have 

any surprises like we did last 
time. When the Indians started 
talking about overpopulatían 
and religión l just knew 
something bad was going to 
happen. _ 

^ Don't worry. Fve just had a 
word with the Indian delegate, 
She said she T s not going to 
mention religión this time* 


171 









































































■ Adjetivos y sustantivos 
de nacionalidad 


al pueblo, precedido a menudo por e! artículo determinado (the 
Italiana the English, the Greeks), Todos estos términos requie¬ 
ren siempre la inicial mayúscula. Los sustantivos y los adjetivos 
que indican la pertenencia a una nación pueden subdividirse en 
tres grupos o clases. 


Se pueden distinguir cinco tipos de vocablos para definir el con¬ 
cepto de nacionalidad: el sustantivo que indica la nación (Italy, 
England, Greece); el adjetivo que define la nacionalidad (Italian. 
English. Greek): el nombre del idioma, que en muchos casos es 
igual al adjetivo de nacionalidad ([tallan. English. Greek): el sus¬ 
tantivo que designa al ciudadano de una determinada nación (an 
ha lian, an English man. a Greek). y el nombre colectivo referido 


El primer grupo Está compuesto por adjetivos de nacionalidad y 
los sustantivos correspondientes que tienen la misma forma (salvo 
el agregado de una -s en los sustantivos colectivos). La mayor par¬ 
te de ellos termina con el sufijo -an o -ion También forman parte 
de este grupo los adjetivos y sustantivos de nacionalidad termina¬ 
dos en -ese y Swiss. que se diferencian de los anteriores sólo por 
el hecho de que el nombre colectivo no presenta la -s en el plural. 
He aquí un cuadro sinóptico: 



ESTADO 

ADJETIVO 

SUSTANTIVO 

SUSTANTIVO COLECTIVO 

America 

American 

an American 

the Americans 

Czechoslovakia 

Czeeh 

a Czeeh 

the Czechs 

Belgium 

Belgian 

a Belgian 

the Belgians 

Germany 

Germán 

a Germán 

the Germans 

Greece 

Greek 

a Greek 

the Greeks 

India 

Indian 

an Indian 

the indíans 

Italy 

Italian 

an Etalian 

the Italian* 

Norway 

Norwegian 

a Noruegian 

the Norwegians 

Russia 

Russian 

a Russian 

che Russíans 

China 

Chínese 

a Chínese 

the Chínese 

Ponugal 

Portuguese 

a Portuguese 

the Portuguese 

Switzerland 

Swiss 

a Swiss 

the Swiss 


B segundo grupo. En esta sección, el adjetivo es diferente del sustan¬ 
tivo y el nombre colectivo es igual al sustantivo, pero presenta la -$ 
plural No obstante, también existen los sustantivos colectivos the 


adjetivos utilizados como alternativa a the 



Danés, the Finns. the Swedes A propósito de Escoda, conviene 
precisar que además de Scottish también existe el adjetivo Scotch. 
pero usado con referencia a cosas y no a personas (Scotch whis¬ 
ky) Además, en lugar de Scot y Scots se pueden utilizar Scots- 
man y Scotsmen, respectivamente He aquí un cuadro sinóptico: 






ESTADO 

ADJETIVO 

SUSTANTIVO 

SUSTANTIVO COLECTIVO 

Denmark 

Danish 

a Dañe 

the Danes/the Danish 

Finí and 

Finntsh 

a Finn 

the Finns/the Finnish 

Poland 

Polish 

a Role 

the Peles 

Scotland 

Scottish/Seoíh 

a Scot/Scotsman 

the Scots/the Scotsmen 

Sweden 

Swedish 

a Swede 

the Swedes/the Swedish 
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El tercer grupo. Está caracterizado por el hecho de que el adjetivo 
y el nombre del pueblo coinciden, y es diferente el sustantivo que 
designa al ciudadano. También existen los sustantivos colectivos 
the Brítons y the Spamards. que son iguales al sustantivo que 
designa al ciudadano. El femenino y el plural de los sustantivos 
compuestos por el sufijo *morr se obtienen sustituyendo éste por 


-u/oman en ei femenino y -men o tornen en el plural [an En- 
glishman. an Englishwoman. Englishmen Englishwomeni Los 

sustantivos Briton y Britísher no se usan habitualmente: el prime¬ 
ro aparece casi exclusivamente en los títulos de los periódicos, y el 
segundo se usa preferentemente fuera del Reino Unido, en Améri¬ 
ca y en Australia He aquí un cuadro sinóptico: 


ESTADO 

ADJETIVO 

SUSTANTIVO 

SUSTANTIVO COLECTIVO 

Brítain 

Bntish 

Britisher/Bríton 

the British/the Brítons 

England 

English 

an Engltshman 

the English 

France 

1 

French 

a Frenchman 

the French 

Holland 

Dutch 

a Dutchman 

the Dutch 

Iieland 

Irish 

an Irishman 

the Irish 

Spaiií 

Spanish 

a Spaniard 

the Spanish/the Spaniards 

Wales 

Welsh 

a Welshman 

the Welsh 



El pronombre whom 

El pronombre relativo e interrogativo whom es La forma corres¬ 
pondiente de who para el complemento directo y los complemen¬ 
tos indirectos. Hoy, es utilizado en muy pocas ocasiones: solamente 
en la lengua escrita y en contextos formales En el inglés moderno 
se ha sustituido por who Observe que whom puede ir precedido 
por una preposición, mientras que con who la preposición se ubi¬ 
ca, necesariamente, al final de la frase. Los siguientes ejemplos 
muestran la versión formal con whom y la corriente con who 
The woman. whom yon mei comes from Ghana. 

The woman (who) you met comes from Ghana, 

This ís the man to whom [ gave your letter. 

This 1$ the man (who) 1 gave your letter to. 

Whom did you see? 

Who did you see? 

With whom was she speaking? 

Who was she speaking with? 



En esta sección ha aprendido: 


m los tres grupos de adjetivos y sustantivos de nacionalidad: 
■ el pronombre relativo e interrogativo whom 
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■ Una comparación 
entre ingleses 
e indios 


La India siempre ha fascinado a tas escrito¬ 
res ingleses El vasto subcontinente. tan di¬ 
verso por cultura, tradiciones y religión, fue 
la joya de la Corona’ del imperio británi¬ 
co desde 1876 hasta 1947, año en que 
obtuvo la independencia. Los años de la 
dominación inglesa llevaron a algunos es¬ 
critores a formularse profundos interrogan¬ 
tes sobre la compleja relación existente en¬ 
tre colonizadores e indígenas. De tas escri¬ 
tores que trataron de describir sin prejui¬ 
cios la mentalidad india, hay que citar a 
Edward Morgan Forster (1879*1910), que 


de sus numerosos viajes por Grecia. Italia e 
India, obtuvo inspiración para sus obras 
Entre ellas deben citarse las novelas 'A 
Room ivith a View’ (1908). Tíoward’s 
EncT (1910) y, naturalmente, la más famo¬ 
sa y acaso más lograda, 'A Passage to In¬ 
dia' (1924), de La cual se ha extraído el 
fragmento que leerá. 

Adela, la joven inglesa protagonista de 
la historia, quiere conocer verdaderamente 
la india y sus habitantes, pero durante una 
visita a las cuevas próximas a la ciudad de 
Chandrapore, se pierde y sufre un desma¬ 
yo. Después de haber vuelto en sí. cree ha¬ 
ber sido violada por el doctor Aziz, el mé¬ 
dico local. Los prejuicios aumentan ¡as sos¬ 
pechas hasta transformarlas en acusacio¬ 
nes, y el respetable indio es arrestado y 
procesado. La escena seleccionada se de¬ 
sarrolla durante el proceso, en el momento 
en que los ingleses entran en la sala. 


En ¡as imdgenes. 
aígunas escenas 
de ta película A 
Passage to ¡ndia\ 

dirigida por David 
Lean. 


Their chairs preceded ; them into the court, for tt was 
important thai they should look digmfied-. And when 
the chuprassies" had made all ready they filed" into the 
ramshackly- room with a condescendió air, as if it 
was a booth at a fair. The Collector" made a small ofíi- 
cial joke as he sat down, at whieh his entourage 1 smi- 
led, and the Indians, who could not hear what he said T 
felt that some new cruelty t0 was afoot'L otherwise the 
sahibs would not chuckleL 



The court was crowded 13 and of course very hot, and 
the first person Adela noticed 14 tn ít was the humblest 1 " 


of all who were present, a 



1 Preceded' precedieron 

2 For it was imponam thai they 
should look dignified. porque era 
impórtame que pareciesen dignos 
Advierta que should look es sub- 
juniivü. 

3. Chuprassies; se trata de los 
mensajeros oficiales. 


person who had no bearing 


4 , F i led: desfilaron. 

5. Ramshackly: ruinosa, destartalada. 

6. With a condescending air: con 
aire condescendiente, 

7. Booth: tenderete 

fí. Col lector: en la India imperial, 
era el magistrado de un distrito. 

9. Entourage: séquiTO. 

10 Crueliy: crueldad 
1 1 Afoot: en Curso 
1 2 Otherwise the sahibs would 
not chuckle: de lo contrano los 
sahibs no se habrían reído de modo 
despectivo Sahib es el apelativo 
usado por los indios para definir a 
los europeos residentes en la India 
1 3. Crowded: abarrotada. 

1 4 Adela noticed: que Adela notó 
1 5 Humblest: el mós humilde 
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how Little its categories Lmpress her 2 *. Th\s man would 
have been notable - 0 anywhere; among the thin- 
hammed. flat-chcsted mediocritíes^ of Chandrapore- he 
stüod out- as divine, yeP he was of the City, its gar- 
bage had nourished him M t he would end on its 
mbbishheaps 7 . Pulling the rope towards Kim P 
relaxing- it rhythmicaJly. sending swirls of aír ’ over 
others^, reeeiving nene hiniself, he seemed apan fiom 
human destinies, a male Fate-, a wínnower of souls- \ 
Opposite him, also 4 on a platform. sat the little Assis- 
tant Magistrate, cultivated 12 » self-conscious 4 ' and 
consdentious 44 , The punkah-wallah 4 -' was none of these 
things; he scarcely knew that he existed and did not un- 
derstand why the court was fuller than usual, IndeetP 
he did not know that it was fuller than usual, didn't e\ 7 en 
know he worked a tan"', though he thought he pulled a 
rope. Somcthing in his aloofhess 4 ® impressed the girl 
fiom míddle-dass England. and rebuked the narrowncss 
of her sufferings 4 ". In virtue of what had she collected^ 
this roomful- of people together? Her particular brand 
of opinions* 1 . and the suburban Jehovah who sanctified 
them^ - by what right did thcy claim 54 so much impor- 
tance in che world, and assume the títle of civil izatíon? 


officiaUy 16 upan the tria]: the man who pulled the 
punkah 17 . 

Almost naked, and splendidly formed*, he sat on a raised 
platform near the back, in the míddlc of the central 
gangway 20 , and he caught her attention- as she carne 
in, and he seemed to control the proceedings-. He had 
the strength and beauty that sometimes come to 
flower in Indians oí low birth~\ When that strange race 
nears the dust 24 and ís condemned as untouchable-, 
then nature remembers the physical perfcction that she 
accomplíshed elsewhere^, and throws out 27 a god - 
not many, but one here and there, to prove to society 


lklií 1 


16 Had no beanng officiallyr no 

ocupaba ningún cargo olida!. 

17 Punkah: os un gran abanico 
colgado del techo v accionado o 
mano Se trata de un término am 
glo-indic 

16 Splendidly formed: de formas 
espléndidas. 

19 Raised platform: tarima 

20 Gangway: pasaje. Es el espacio 
que hay entre tos bancos del tribunal. 

21 Caught her attemion: llamo su 
atención. 

22 Proceedings: dehates, 

23 Low birth: humilde procedencia. 

24 Nears the dust: se acerca al 
polvo, es decir lleva una vida hu¬ 
milde y pobre 

2o Condemned as uniouchable: 


condenada como intocable. 

26 She accomplíshed elsewhere: 
ha obtenido en Otro lugar. Advierta 
que on este coniexto el sustantivo 
nature está personificado. 

27 Throws out: deja escapar, crea 
casualmente 

28. Impress her: la impresionan 
73 Notable: not ¿ib le. 

30 Thin-hamrried. flat-chested 
mediocrities: mediocridades de 
muslos delgados y pecho plano 

31 Chandrapore: se trata de la 
ciudad del none de la India donde 
tiene lugar el proceso. 

32 Stood out: es el pasado del 
verbo irregular to stand out que 
significa 'distinguirse', 'destacarse. 

33 Yet: s*n embargo 


34. Its garbage had nourished 

him: había Sido nutrido por su in¬ 
mundicia 

35 Rubbishheaps; montones de 
basura 

36 Relaxing: aflojando 

37 Swids of air: ráfaga de viento 

38 Over others: hacia los demás 

39 Pare: desuno 

40 Wínnower of souls; zarandea- 
dor de almas. 

4' Also: también 

42 Cultivated: instruido, educado. 

43 Self-consctous: cohibido inse¬ 
guro por no estar a gusto 

44 Conscientious: concienzudo, 
escrupuloso. 

45 The punkah-wallah: es el ter¬ 
mino ariglrj-mdio que se refiere al 


encargado del punkah. 

46 indeed: en efecto, en realidad. 

47 He worked a fan: (que) accio¬ 
naba un abanico 

48. In his aloofness: en su aleja¬ 
miento indiferente. 

49 Rebuked the narrowness of 
her sufferings: (le) reprochó la es¬ 
trechez de sus sufrimientos. 

50 Collected: reunido 

Roomful: recinto colmado. 

52. Brand of opinions: tipo de 
Opiniones 

53. The suburban Jehovah who 
sanctified them: el Dios de menta¬ 
lidad estrecha que las habia santi* 
tica do. 

54 By what nght did they elamn: 

con quó derecho pretendían 
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agenda 

orden de! día 

a id 

ayuda 

aim 

objetivo 

Angolan 

angoleño 

anomaly 

anomalía 

(to) approaeh 

tratar 

(to) be tempted 

ser tentados 

bitter 

amargo 

cocoa 

cacao 

(to) eollapse 

derrumbarse 

colonial 

colonial 

(to) come along 

llegar 

(to) come up 

está a punto 
de suceder, 
ser citado 

cotton 

algodón 

delégate 

delegado 

(to) de ve lo p 

desarrollar 

disadvamage 

desventaja 

disagreement 

desacuerdo 

(to) displeace 

disgustar 


Syrtonyms and antonyms 

Como yo ha uisío en esío Unidad /a 
expresión inglesa to be worse off de- 
fine a alguien que se halla en condi¬ 
ciones económicas peores respecto a 
otra persona o respecto a uno sifuo- 
don diferente The couníries of South 
East Asía are mticft worse off. on 
aoerage, fhon the co un tries of tees* 
tem Europe . ¿Pero cómo se puede 
expresar el concepto opuesto, es decir 
describir una situación eco nómtra¬ 
men ie mejor si se lo compara con otra 9 
Simplemente sustituyendo worse por 
better Farmers in Cañada are better 
off iban farmers in indio No tu rol* 
mente, se puede calificar worse o bet* 
ter con aduerbios como much, o titile 
y otros: Workers in South Korea ore 
much better off thon workers in 
North Korea . üníuersífy professors 
in Chino are a little worse off fhon 
uniuersíry professors in l/iettiam 
Si no tiene que hacer una compa* 
ración, sino solamente decir que ai* 
guien vwe desahogadamente, le basta¬ 
ra con sustituir better por welí He'$ 
rcry icelí ojfjf; hí$ father s got ioads 
of tea plantations in Ceylon Y del 
mismo modo podra decir que una per¬ 
sona no esta en bueno situación eco¬ 
nómica sustituyendo well por badly 
IVeVe badly off i m afratd. My bus- 
band's unempfoyed ai the moment 


Sin 

salida 

as a result 

como consecuencia 

as opposed to 

en contraste con 

(to) be back at square one 

estar nuevamente en el punto de partida 

(to) be forced into something 

ser obligados a hacer algo 

(to) be worse off than 

estar en condiciones económicas 
peores que 

(to) bbckmail someone mío 

doing something 

obligar a alguien a hacer algo por medio 
del chantaje 

(to) break out of 

salir, evadir 

(to) bring something up 

mencionar, citar algo 

(to) capitalize on something 

sacar ventaja de algo 

catch 22 situation 

situación sin salida 

(to) do some good 

hacer el bien 

fair enough 

de acuerdo 

(to) get on one's feet 

ponerse de píe 

(to) get together 

estar juntos 

(to) make the move 

pasar a 

(to) play someone off agaínst 

someone else 

poner una persona contra otra 

(to) put pressure on someone 

presionar a alguien 

so what? 

¿y entonces? 

to start with 

para empezar 


EC 

Comunidad 
Económica Europea 
(USA) 

EEC 

Comunidad 

Económica Europea 
ÍGB) 

exploitation 

explotación 

famine 

carestía, hambre 

(to) focus 

concentrar 

hemísphere 

hemisferio 

Icelander 

islandés 

Indian 

indio 

industrialist 

industrial 

landowner 

terrateniente 

Laotian 

laosiano 

loan 

préstamo 

Luxembourgeois 

luxemburgués 

machinery 

maquinarias 

Matawían 

de Malawi 

master 

dueño, patrón 

means 

medio, medios 

mechanism 

mecanismo 

Moro c can 

marroquí 

(to) outline 

delinear 

overpopulation 

superpoblación 

pattem 

estructura, modelo 

pittance 

miseria 

plain chocolate 

chocolate 

produce 

producto 

raw material 

materia prima 

retirement 

jubilación 

(to) revise 

revisar 

rural 

rural 

selling pnce 

precio de venta 

ski 11 

habilidad, capacidad 

skilled 

calificado. 

especializado 

(to) solve 

resolver 

sophisticated 

sofisticado 

(to) suit 

ir bien, convenir 

UN 

ONU 

viewer 

telespectador 

widespread 

difundido 

Zairean 

zaireño 

Zimbabwean 

zimbabuo 
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Tierra de bantúes 
y bosquimanos 

las profundas raíces históricas del 
África negra se manifiestan en 
aquellos países que conservan ¡as 
huellas de un pasado ilustre. Por 
ejemplo. Zimbabwe (ex Rhodesia} 
¡leva el nombre de una espléndida 
civilización baniú surgido en el 
siglo XV de la fusión de (res 
diferentes grupos tribales, dedicados 
respecriuamenie a la agricultura 
y el comercio . a Ja artesan/a y ai 
arte militar También se llamaba 
Zimbabwe la capital de un reino 
surgido en Jos primeros siglos de la 
era cristiana y cuya decadencia se 
produjo a partir del siglo XVII!. Sus 
ruinas pétreas (al lado y aba/o a lo 
derecha) constituyen uno de los 
complejos arquitectónicos mas 
antiguos de toda ei A/rica negra. 
Sin embargo, antes de los bantúes. 
el territorio esíuuo habitado por 

los bosquimanos, que ban dejado 
algunos testimonios en el uecfno 
Botswana (bajo estas líneas), donde 
babiran sus descendientes. 
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Mauricio es una isla sin pasado 

La ish Mauricio (en Jas fotos), que surge en el océano Indico a 800 kilómetros 
de Madagascar, reúne un muestrario ñu mano de increíble variedad indios, 
criollos, negros, mestizos y hasfa chinos Esta extraordinaria mezcla de razas 
es fruto de una ñisíorra que se inicio en ia época colonial. Hasta el siglo XVI 
la isla no había sido ocupada jamás por ei hombre, fueron los europeos 
los primeros que la poblaron, introduciendo el cultivo de la caña de azúcar 
Así llegaron centenares de miles de /orzados, esdauos ajricanos y de&pué s 
jornaleros indios y comerciantes chinos. Junto o la confusión de razas, en la 
actualidad se adviene también una insólita mezcla de religiones. 
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EXERCISES 



UNíT 

93 



Exercise 1 _ 

En estas frases sustituya who por whom, 
modificando el orden de las palabras don¬ 
de sea necesario: 

a] Albert Luthuli was the man 
who they gave the Nobel peace 
prize to in 1960. 
b} Üet-San is ihe Kampuchean 
politician who we met at the UN 
conference* 

c) Dr Harmon Is the man who they 
asked to be chairman. 
dí The Angelan de lega te is the man 
who we have beeen waiting for. 


Exercise 2 _ 

Con la ayuda de un buen diccionario, com¬ 
plete las frases siguientes añadiendo en los 
espacios vacíos los adjetivos de nacionali* 
dad relativos al país entre paréntesis: 

a) Hq Chi Minh was a 
politician and poet. (Vietnam) 

b) U Thant was the __ politician 
who was the UN Setretary 
General from. 1961 to 1971, 

(Burma) 

c) Alfred Nobel was the_ 

industrialist who established the 
Nobel prizes. (Sweden) 

d) Eva Perón was the_woman 

who became President in 1974, 
(Argentina) 

e) Rembrandt was a _painter, 

(Holland) 

f) Khaokor Galaxy is the_ 

bover who become world 
featherweight Champion in 1966, 
(Thailand) 

g) Jala! Akbbar was an 
emperor who lived in the 
seventeenth century. (India) 

h) Sun Yat Sen was a _ _ 

revolutionary. (China) 

i) Albert Luthuli was an 
leader who was awarded the 
Nobel peace prize in 1960. 

(Africa) 


Exercise 3 

Complete las frases añadiendo en los espa* 
dos vacíos las expresiones verbales □ los 
verbos hallados en esta Unidad. 

a) We need to help the Third World 
countries _ _„feet + 

b) All the loans we made to Latín 

America in the early Eighties 
didn’t__ at all. 

c) The conference is_in a few 

weeks 1 time. 

d) Many Third World countries_ 

now than they were ten years ago! 

e) Could you ___ for us the 
situation in Senegal at the 
moment? 

f) We just have no idea how to_ 

the problem of food distribuí ion. 

g) Is there anyway we can_ 

the vicious circle of 
overpopulation? 

h) The richer nations are_the 

poorer nations __ supplying 
them with raw material s at low 
pnces, 

i) What’s more, they are_ 

these countries each other. 
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Exercise 4 



Este ejercicio es un dictado tomado 
de la sección READING, Escuche 
toda la grabación, luego vuelva a es¬ 
cucharla y transcriba el fragmento 
aparte Después compruebe lo que 
ha escrito con el texto que figura en 
las soluciones. 



Exercise 5__ 

Complete el esquema agregando en la pri- 
mera columna el nombre de la nación, en 
la segunda el adjetivo de nacionalidad, en 
la tercera el sustantivo y en la cuarta el 
sustantivo colectivo. Agregue también el ar« 
ticulo determinado o indeterminado, don¬ 
de sea necesario: 


America 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

English 

(5) 

(6) 

Wales 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) a 

Spaníard 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

the Dutch 

(16) 

hallan 

(17) 

(18) 

Scotland 

(19) 

(20) 

(21) 

(22) 

French 

(23) 

(24) 

Switzerland 

1 (25) 

(26) 

(27) 

Russia 

(28) 

(29) 

(30) 

(31) 

Chínese 

(32) 

(33) 
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De las cataratas sube el Tiumo que ¿rueño' 

Zambiü ocupa ¡a posición centrol del África austral, lejos 
de toda salida aJ mar Su territorio está formado cosí 
enteramente por Iq cuenca del Zambeze. uno de los ríos 
más ¿mporíames del continente De urra iongifud totaí 
de 2660 kilómetro s, el curso de agua, que nace en Jo 
extremidad nordoccidenrai de ¿ambla, arrauresa Angoio 
9 vuelve a entrar en Zambiú recorriéndola de norte a sur 
Aquí toma ia dirección de Mozambique y dei océono 
índico marcando, por un Jorga trecho, el límite entre 
Zambia y Zimbabwe. En esta parte de su recorrido. 
encajado entre profundas gargantas rocosas, el río forma 
las cataratas V/lcforro (en las fotosl que ios indígenas 
JJaman MosnoenTunyu. es decir humo que truena 
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